
Press document

“Tell me, what are you dancing?”

“The success of Tell me, what are you dancing? is due to the control of all its elements. We 
have been convinced by the mix of musics made by Clément Roussillat and Jean-Charles 
Zambo and we have also been convinced by the choice of extracts from Swan Lake by 
Tchaïkovski and from The Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saëns; the cut of Alice Touvet's 
colorful and inventive costumes; the stage lighting made by Esteban Loirat that balances 
stage and upstage, that values the dancer and her double, maintening doubt about dream and
reality. Finally, we have also been convinced by the outstanding cast that was called on that day
– Séverine Bidaud herself, playing two roles by putting her clothes back on quickly at the 
same speed as Brachetti or Fregoli; Cault Nezlo who was somehow gangly and falsely clumsy; 
Clément James, feline and worrying; Sandra Geco, exceptional, graceful in ballarina, full of 
lightness as an acrobat, ultravivid in popping.”
Article  by  Nicolas  Villodre  published  in  the  magazine  Danser  Canal  Historique  on
12/16/2017.

“6th Dimension: Humor, tales and hip hop.”
“A show full of humor and subtlety (…) A show that has many beautiful strings on its bow.
Enchanting. Tale is to tell. Grandma's voice is sweet and she may be the one that poses the
question about the title to the urban youth. The Little Match girl is sitting in the snow and
the  videos  made  by  Pascal  Minet  add  some escapism and a  sigular  atmosphere  to  the
beautiful lightings made by Esteban Loirat (…) A show full of humor and subtlety (…) in a
very detailed and creative work on gesture.”
Article by Thomas Hahn published in the magazine Artistik Rezo on 12/15/2017.
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“A risky challenge and totally successful. (…) Tell me, what are you dancing? is a perfect
show for children to hear another way to tell a story. The video creation by Pascal Minet
perfectly includes the drawings made by Jean-Charles “Trippin' Cloud” Zambo that swings
us in one second from one tale to another.”
Article by Amélie Blaustein Niddam published in the online magazine ToutelaCulture.com
on 12/18/2017.

“Bidaud  herself  appeared  as  the  Little  Match  Girl,  gliding  around  the  stage  with
preternatural ease in the opening scenes. As a choreographer, she has an eye for detail and
narrative: Little Red Riding Hood came with intricate floor work for the Wolf.”
Article by Laura Cappelle published in the newspaper The Financial Times on 11/17/2017.
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“Two stories by Andersen and one from the traditional oral heritage. Not a single word! And
the  whole  thing  put  “into  dancing”  by  the  choreographer  Séverine  Bidaud.  A  risky
challenge, but a great success with the members of the Cie 6 th Dimension. It was moving,
poetic, imaginative and even burlesque sometimes.”
Article by Yann Halopeau published in the newspaper Ouest France on 05/05/2017.

“All week long, the festival H2O is celebrating its 20 th anniversary and honors, inter alia,
some  talents  who  have  been  trained  at  the  local  dance  center.  (…)  The  6 th dimension
company, that was already invited last year, will come to present its new creation.”
Article by Thomas Poupeau published in the newspaper Le Parisien on 11/15/2016.

3/27



“The 6th dimension company explores the universe of childhood, during a soft and gentle
stroll, ensure the programmers. Either in solo or in a group, the bodies are moving in an
imagined urban space, full of drawings and videos. A cheerful and poetic show, in which
each sensation is a taste of chilhood to savor, also announce the organizers.”
Article by Thomas Poupeau published in the newspaper Le Parisien on 03/24/2016.

“The choreographer Séverine Bidaud plays with bodies and creates a new language, in a
world full of drawings and videos.  Tell me, what are you dancing?, a show that questions
difference and diversity.”
Article published in the newspaper Paris Normandie on 02/14/2016.
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“A cheerful and poetic show, the opportunity to question us about difference and diversity
through a symbolic and dreamlike journey towards the tales of our childhood. (…). This
show was  very  appreciated  by  a  hundred  spectators  including  many  children  who  had
already attended a performance reserved for schoolchildren, that very afternoon.”
Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois on 02/12/2016.

“The  programming  of  this  show,  which  is  based  on  the  universe  of  fairy  tales  and  in
particular on The Little Match Girl, Little Red Riding Hood and The Ugly Duckling, is part
of the cultural and artistic education actions with schoolchildren, carried out by the city
(Yvetot).”
Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois on 05/13/2016.
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“Visibly, as evidenced by the images during the workshops, the charm had an effect on the
hundred Little  Red Riding hoods  of  Yvetot,  who were  enthusiastic  to  discover  hip-hop
dance.”
Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois in May 2016.

“Because the Leitmotiv of 6th Dimension is the encounter with audiences through dance, no
matter how diverse the public can be. With a message at the heart : “making hip-hop dance
accessible for everyone. It  is not just a matter of insiders.  It  is not just aimed at young
people either.” insists Séverine Bidaud”.
Article by Charlie Goudal published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois in July 2014.
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“The children were enthusiastic and actively participated at the workshops.”
Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois on 04/10/15.

“The 6th Dimension dance company introduced to urban dance the pupils of the school Jean-
Loup-Chrétien. (…) We mix genres, different styles in order to divert the dance. In dance,
slow motion and acceleration are used a lot, two times that children particulary liked.”
Article published in the newspaper Paris Normandie on 04/02/2015.
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Press articles that were released about the show Tell me, what are you dancing?:

Article  by  Nicolas  Villodre  published  in  the  magazine  Danser  Canal  Historique  on
12/16/2017:
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Translation  of  the  article  by  Nicolas  Villodre  published in  the  magazine  Danser  Canal
Historique on 12/16/2017:

Tell me, what are you dancing?
By Nicolas Villodre

Absolute abstraction is one of the modalities of the show aimed at young audience, as we noted
in Lille and in Roubaix.  But the contrary can also be true,  as shown by the choreographer
Séverine Bidaud with the narrative and representative piece entitled  Tell  me,  what  are you
dancing? which is based on three tales.

Playing with fire

The ballet  blanc (white ballet),  since Petipa, the cartoon, with Walt Disney, psychoanalysis,
Bruno  Bettelheim's  version,Vladimir  Propp's  structuralism,   Pina  Bausch's  Tanztheater,
Dominique Rebaud's contemporary dance and several other expressions have gladly dealt with
children's stories.

The company of Séverine Bidaud, 6e Dimension, prefers to use some  hip hop  vocabulary to
which she is accustomed in order to interpret by body language three famous tales. Two of
which are by Andersen, The Little Match Girl (which matches well with Christmas season) and
the Ugly Duckling (that concludes the performance). And finally one more, by Charles Perrault:
Little Red Riding hood, which is now considered as an universal tale. What's more, it is placed
in the middle of this choreographic enchantment.

Janine Charrat was inspired by the little girl with matches in 1947 and created a neoclassical
version  which  later  became  a  cinema-ballet  of  Jean  Benoit-Lévy  whose  title  was  almost
eponymous, The Little Girl with matches (1951).

Séverine Bidaud embodies herself the heroine of the tale that opens the morning (from early
morning, which means from 11 AM) and inserts the other two, which take the form of visions of
a starved-looking child numbed with cold.

The ground is covered with snowflakes made of shavings of fireproof paper; the obscurity is
punctured intermittently, to the rhythm of the gleams of the firebrands; the silence is broken by
violin notes and various noises; the back wall also enlivens itself.

A branch, as if by magic, turns into a gaslight... A triadic metonymy of bare legs shows the
indifferent  crowd  who  does  not  want  to  buy  the  least  match,  whether  danish  or  swedish,
parading  from  the  right  stage  to  the  left  stage  (and  vice  versa).  And  giving  cue  to  the
protagonist's expressionist hand game.

Swan's language 

Who says fantasy says wild or companion animal. Then comes the wolf, waiting for the lame
duck. The dazzling ballarina who wears an amaranth tutu s'ensauvage (is getting wild), to speak
like Bartabas (a french horse trainer, film producer and impresario), when he comes into contact
with the beast, in other words, with Man.
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Her prodigious art of classical dance is swallowed up by the one of hip hop which is embodied
by his partner. Even though he is transvestite, he does not hide his game. Grandma is evoked by
the spectral appearance of a family picture – superimposition of the superego by means of the
video.

The girl with matches gets involved in something which is none of her business, in other words
in the “pas de deux” of the flirt, such an older sister who wants to preserve the innoncence of
her younger sister. Given the climax to which the dance reaches, it seems a priori  difficult to
conclude in a better way this series of sketches.

However, to our pleasant surprise, the third routine is explored from a different angle, totally
burlesque. After adventures and a dialogue recited by palmipeds in cancan-franc, arousing the
hilarity among the young audience, the duck ends up turning into a swan. As it should be in a
ballet.

The success of “Tell me, what are you dancing?” is due to the control of all its elements. We
have  been convinced  by the  mix  of  musics  made by Clément  Roussillat  and  Jean-Charles
Zambo  and  we  have  also  been  convinced  by  the  choice  of  extracts  from  Swan  Lake  by
Tchaïkovski and from The Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saëns (the theme that accompanies
the rise of the steps of the festival of... Cannes); the cut of Alice Touvet's colorful and inventive
costumes; the stage lighting made by Esteban Loirat that balances stage and upstage, that values
the dancer and her double, maintaining doubt about dream and reality. Moreover, we noted the
registered bodies of the video in the background and those of the dancers who are actually here,
accross the mirror; the expert, subtle and poetic video by Pascal Minet.

Finally, we have also been convinced by the outstanding cast that was called on that day –
Séverine Bidaud herself, playing two roles by putting her clothes back on quickly at the same
speed  as  Brachetti  or  Fregoli;  Cault  N'zlo  who  was  somehow gangly  and  falsely  clumsy;
Clément James, feline and worrying; Sandra Geco, exceptional, graceful in ballarina, full of
lightness as an acrobat, ultravivid in popping.
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Article by Thomas Hahn published in the magazine Artistik Rezo on 12/15/2017:
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Translation  of  the  article  by  Thomas  Hahn published in  the  magazine  Artistik  Rezo on
12/15/2017:

6th Dimension: Humor, tales and hip hop

The Theater “La Villette” in Paris presents the new creation by the choreographer Séverine
Bidaud for a large number of dates. The show is entitled “Tell me, what are you dancing?”. The
Little match Girl, Little Red riding hood and the ugly Duckling are the surprise guests of a
show full of humor and subtlety.

That is the interrogation of the Christmas season: Do we play? Do we tell? Do we dance? It is
all at once. Three tales that remind us of our childhood, performed by three B-Girls and a B-
boy, do not make a children's show. “Tell me, what are you dancing?” also aimed at children,
but not only. Three tales, three scenes, three atmospheres.

Enchanting

Tale is to tell. Grandma's voice is sweet and she may be the one who poses the question about
the title to the urban youth. The Little match girl is sitting in the snow and the videos made by
Pascal Minet add some evasion and an atmosphere particular to the beautiful lighting made by
Esteban Loirat.  The  spectator's  eye is  stimulated  by close-ups  and cut  shots  that  can  ,  for
example, isolate the legs for a very special ballet. All of this in a very detailed and creative work
on gesture.  Beautiful drawings and manipulation as it is done in black-light theater.

Poetical

In the woods, Little Red riding hood gets lost beetween the trees, as the dancers know how to
incorporate themselves into the screenings. And here we are in the universe of animals, the wolf
being truly  a  budding dancer.  We think  about  Laura  Scozzi's  famous  plays  where  hip  hop
dancers  perform  the  characters  of  fairy  tales.  But  that  job  was  a  lot  more  burlesque.  6e
Dimension excels thanks to a much more poetic atmosphere.

Funny

Except in the last part: The Ugly Duckling. Where the famous “Swan Lake” pas de quatre turns
into a very amusing pas de trois, where everyone squabbles. Where the grammelot is spoken
while dancing one's clown and the black swan is a cheerfully burlesque male. The masks and
costumes by Alice Touvet play feather effects in shimmering colors, bringing a final touch of
poetry to a show that has many beautiful strings to its bow. 

Created at Espace Albert Camus in Bron at the Karavel festival, the 2017 version of “Tell me,
what  are  you  dancing?” is  presented  at  the  Teather  La  Villette,  after  having  charmed  the
Kalypso festival,  which  has  also  been designed by Merzouki.  These two overviews of  the
current hip hop creation is a testimony of all the richness of urban dances in France. It is totally
possible  to  decline  themselves  in  all  style,  approaches  or  topics.  The  choreographers  who
belong to this choreographic culture keep on improving their creations over and over again, and
the company 6e Dimension is one of the most promising companies. What is more, the Theater
La Villette fully participates in this artistic boom.
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Article by Amélie Blaustein Niddam published in the online magazine ToutelaCulture.com
on 12/18/2017:
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Translation of the article by Amélie Blaustein Niddam published in the online magazine
ToutelaCulture.com on 12/18/2017:

Tell me, what are you dancing?, a mise en abyme (placed into abyss) of tales dedicated to
children presented at La Villette, in Paris.

The choreographer Séverine Bidaud has fun until December, 23rd to relate “The Little Match
Girl”, “Little Red Riding hood” and “The Ugly Duckling” to the children in a cross-version,
hip hop and show without words. A risky bet and totally successful.

The set is covered with white shavings. Some children in the public are investigating “It is 
snow!”, exclaims a five-year-old girl, “It is a party!”, says a barely older boy. On the round-
edged set of the small room of the Theater “La Villette”, equipped with a large screen, a 
young woman dressed in rags is sleeping. She (Séverine Bidaud) embodies the little match 
girl, straight from the sad tale written by Andersen.

The voice intervenes quickly in order to establish the framework of the “Once upon a time”,
whose show will soon be released. The common thread is to make understand the texts and 
the unsaid, through dance. The gestures are totally hip-hop and break, which gives the 
characters aspects of automatons that will make children laugh. The very ambitious idea is 
to mix tales, to cross them so as to make them converse.

Then, the Little match Girl dreams about Little red Riding hood appearing to her, making a 
pas de deux (literally step of two) with a wolf on all fours. She also sees the Ugly Duckling 
turning into a swan, the singing exercises borrowed from Donald Duck! The voice is 
replaced by the dance which is not a mime. In fact, children understand easily this non 
recitative piece whose figurations are recognizable (Little red riding hood is wearing a cloak
and a red tutu).

“Tell me, what you dance?” is a perfect show to make children hear another way to tell a 
story. The video creation of Pascal Minet perfectly includes the drawings made by Jean-
Charles “Trippin' Cloud” Zambo swinging us in one second from one tale to another.

A must see

Interpretation 2017-2018; Séverine Bidaud, Sandra Geco alternaly with Jane-Carole Bidaud,
Cault Nzelo, Clément Guesdon- Created and performed by Jane-Carole Bidaud, Séverine 
Bidaud, Farrah Elmaskini, Cault Nzelo. Until December 23rd at the “Grande Halle” of the 
Theatre of the Villette. All public. From 5 years
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Article by Laura Cappelle published in the newspaper The Financial Times on 11/17/2017:
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Article by Yann Halopeau published in the newspaper Ouest France on 05/05/2017:
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Article by Thomas Poupeau published in the newspaper Le Parisien on 11/15/2016:
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Article by Thomas Poupeau published in the newspaper Le Parisien on 03/24/2016:
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Article published in the newspaper Paris Normandie on 02/14/2016:

Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois on 02/12/2016:
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Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois on 05/13/2016:
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Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois in May 2016:
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Article by Charlie Goudal published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois in July 2014:

Article published in the newspaper Le Courrier Cauchois on 04/10/15:
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Article published in the newspaper Paris Normandie on 04/02/2015:
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